
SPECIAL REPORT: YEAR IN REVIEW

Randy Bowers

ThecityofEriesuffered
through another year of
gun violence in 2014, as
the number of people in-
jured or killed by gunfire
increased over the previ-
ous year.

But Erie Police Chief
Randy Bowers, in his first
full year on the job, re-
mained front and center
in the fight to curb the vio-
lence.

Bowers,61,servesonthe
steeringcommitteesofthe
Neighborhood Resource
Organization and the Uni-
fied Erie anti-violence ef-
fort.

He and his officers have
worked to develop close
ties with neighborhood
watch groups and other
organizations involved in
curbing crime. Police offi-
cers also teamed up with
members of the clergy in
a ride-along program over
the summer.

Bowers, the son and
brother of former Erie
police chiefs, said the
173-member Bureau of
Policeisalsoworkinghard
to recruit minority candi-
dates for the force, and
has undergone training to
become more knowledge-
able about the city’s grow-
ing refugee populations.

“It’sveryimportantfora
policeagencytoconstantly
workatimprovingcommu-
nication in the community
you serve,” Bowers said.
“We still have ongoing
challenges developing in-
formation in some of our
criminal investigations,
but we have gotten some
good cooperation.”

— Tim Hahn

Cherie Kinem

Cherie Kinem has little
time to chat. She’s that
busy. The Erie Housing
Authority’s Youth Worker
oftheYearrecentlyserved
a special holiday meal to
more than 80 children
at the Horan Commu-
nity Center at the John
E. Horan Garden Apart-
ments.

Later, as her voice was
about to give out, the
56-year-old Kinem said
it meant a lot to get the
award from the Housing
Authority, but it didn’t
change much.

“I did get a new part-
time job,” she said, laugh-
ing. In addition to her
full-time evening duties,
teachingkidsat theHoran
Apartments and Erie
Heights to read, prepar-
ing dinner for them, keep-
ing an eye on them at the
pool on hot summer days,
and setting up activities
such as a theater program
and track and field teams,
she’s embraced her new
assignment.

Kinem is now working
as a counselor at Wayne
School three mornings a
week, leading an anti-bul-
lying program.

“Kids need nurturing,”
shesaid,addingthatmany
of the Housing Author-
ity parents work second
shift. “I’m a second mom
to them, really, and I enjoy
it. I know it’s cheesy, but it
reallydoestakeavillageto
raise a child. I had a lot of
support raising mine.”

Kinem has no plans to
slow down.

“If the programs contin-
ue the way they’re going,
I’mjustgoingtokeepmak-
ing sure that the kids are
taken care of,” she said.
“It’s what I do.”

— Jennie Geisler

Paul Nelson

WhenWaldameerowner
Paul Nelson started work-
ing at Erie’s amusement
park 70 years ago, he was
full of enthusiasm. Noth-
ing’schanged.Now81,he’s
the oldest of three genera-
tionsofNelsonsemployed
at Waldameer and is busy

planning for the future.
“We’re in the midst of

our five-year plan, which
is to more than double the
size of our water park,”
Nelson said. “For the
next five years after that,
we plan to go down to our
lakefrontpropertyandde-
velop that.”

Nelson never thinks
about running out of time.
“My grandfather was a
farmer in North East, and
he worked every day, well
into his mid-90s,” he said.

“When I turned 50, I
was financially able to re-
tire,butaftertwoweeksin
Florida, I returned home,
wenttothebankandasked
for the maximum amount
they would lend me. I’ve
been in debt ever since,”
he said, chuckling.

The improvements at
Waldameer in recent
years, including a world-
class roller coaster, have
brought the park national
attention. But Nelson said
being a good citizen in his
community matters more.

“When I served as
president of Millcreek’s
chamber of commerce,
we merged with the city
because I thought we’d be
betteroffgrowingtogether
thanindividually,”hesaid.

In September, Wal-
dameer served again as
home base for the Bar-
ber National Institute’s
Beast on the Bay, which
attracted more than 1,200
participants. “We plan to
be involved next year, and
the year after that and the
year after that,” Nelson
said. “Events like that are

important to Waldameer
and to Erie.”

— Kevin Cuneo

Jess Lybrook

Social media has made
lifebetterforErie’sanimal
population, thanks in part
to Jess Ly-
brook, who
three years
ago found-
ed the Erie
AnimalNet-
work. What
started as a
Facebook
page aimed
atspreading
compassion for animals
throughoutthecommunity
andhelpingtoreunitelost
pets with their owners has

grown into an online com-
munity of volunteers and
thousands of participants,
all working to help local
animals in need.

It started when Lybrook
found an abandoned, sick
kitten in Erie in October
2011. Despite a visit to an
emergency veterinarian
and lots of TLC, the kitten
died. Lybrook’s anger and
frustration spurred her to
action.

EAN’s most visible pro-
gramisitsLostandFound
Pet Recovery Service,
which has helped recon-
nect more than 3,000 lost
pets with their families.

Other services include
a pet food bank — run
in conjunction with the
A.N.N.A.Shelter—tohelp

keep pets in their homes
when families suffer tem-
porary financial setbacks;
sterilization and support
ofsemi-feralandferalcats
in the community; a short-
termfosteringprogramfor
pets belonging to people
trying to escape a situa-
tion of domestic violence;
outreach for chained dogs
in Erie County; and com-
munity classes that pro-
mote humane treatment
of animals.

It’snotaglamorousrole.
Lybrook spends countless
hours every week, in all
kinds of weather, coaxing
scared animals to safety,
taking care of hungry, cold
stray cats, and teaching
others how to help.

Recently, an Erie dog
was reunited with its fam-
ily after being missing for
more than a year — due to
the dog’s poster being cir-
culated on Erie Animal
Network. For Lybrook, it’s
just one of the success sto-
ries that make it all worth-
while.

— Fiona Branton

Elisa Guida

Elisa Guida knows how
scary it is to be told you
have breast cancer. She’s
been there — twice. “The
first time I got cancer, in
1995, there was so much I
didn’t know,” the 60-year-
old Erie jeweler said.

“The treatment I re-
ceived left my jewelry-
makingarmnumbfornine
years,” she said. “It was a
blow, but I don’t let things
stop me.”

A second bout in 2005
only deepened her de-
termination to find a way
to help others who suffer
with breast cancer.

In March 2008, Guida
was attending a Jon Bon
Jovi concert with her hus-
band, Ed Saloum, when,
shesaid,“alightbulbwent
on.”

A year earlier, Guida
had made a guitar string
bracelet for a customer,
and now, watching Bon
Jovi, the idea of starting a
charity to help cancer vic-
tims came to her. It’s how
StringsforaCure was born.

Guida began seeking
used guitar strings from
famousmusiciansthatshe
turnedintoworksofart.So
far, Bon Jovi, Lyle Lovett,
Melissa Etheridge, Bret
Michaels,ToddRundgren,
ChrisDaughtryandothers
have donated strings.

Since 2010, Strings-
foraCure has disbursed
nearly $92,000 to women
who suffer from breast
cancer. “We give $100 gift
cardsthataregoodforgas,
groceries or pharmaceuti-
cals,” Guida said. “All you
need to do is go online —
www.stringsforacure.org
— and apply.”

She spends an average
of 40 hours each week
planning ways to raise
funds for the charity she
founded. About 20 volun-
teers have assisted at con-
certs, block parties and
various events. “We give
out as much (money) as
wetakein,andtheamount
has been growing every
year,” Guida said.

Whenwillherjobbefin-
ished? “Probably never,”
Guida said. “We’re only
warming up.”

— Kevin Cuneo

Kris Silbaugh

Cambridge Springs is
a small community with
a proud high school foot-
ball tradition. For the
pastthreeyears,fansthere
have cheered for an inspi-
rationalyoungmannamed
Kris Silbaugh.

Silbaugh, a 17-year-old
junior who plays wide re-
ceiver and defensive back
for the Blue Devils, was
born without a left hand.
Despite this limitation,
Silbaugh is leaving his
markintheschool’srecord
books.

Withhissenioryearstill
togo,Silbaughalreadyhas
35 catches for 853 yards
and 13 touchdowns.

Silbaugh has the most
career receiving touch-
downs in program history
and is second in career
receiving yards. He needs
just 60 yards next fall to
become the school’s lead-
ing career receiver.

Silbaugh doesn’t take
any time off when football
seasonends.Healsoplays
for Cambridge Springs’
basketball team, and in
the spring plans to again
join the boys volleyball
team.

“Kris is a great kid,”
Cambridge Springs foot-
ball coach Clint Rauscher
said. “He works so hard
and has gotten better at
everything he does.”

Rauscher said Sil-
baugh’s dedication and
work ethic have influ-
enced countless members
of the community.

Twoofhisfootball team-
mates wrote to a national
athletic apparel company
to see if a special pad
could be designed for Sil-
baugh’s arm.

The designer, Greg
Vehlies, from Cutters
Gloves, was so impressed
by Silbaugh’s teammates’
devotion to him that he
fashionedaspecialpadfor
thereceiveranddonatedit
to the school.

“That’sKris,”Rauscher
said.“He’samodelathlete
and student who brings
out the best in everyone.”

— Tom Reisenweber

DEC. 25: Strength
in the face of
illness, bridging
language barriers,
teaching for the
sake of the world.
Read about people
who inspired us.

FRIDAY: What
events drew a
crowd in 2014?
There were plenty
in sports, in the
arts, in the local
music scene. Also,
find out what will
be a draw in 2015.

SATURDAY: Thumbs
up or thumbs
down? Did a
person or event
advance the
community in 2014
or hold it back?
There were failures
and successes.

SUNDAY:
Remember the
tragedies and
triumphs, the
debates and
delights. Look back
at the top 10
stories that marked
2014.

TODAY: Meet the
people who helped
shape community
in 2014. They’re
the ones who get
down in the
trenches and dig in
for the future.

TUESDAY: Here’s
what makes us
eerie — or at least
quirky. The top
stories that kept
Erie weird, plus
strange quotes
and news from the
police blotter.

WEDNESDAY: Hello,
new faces and
places. Goodbye,
old friends. A year-
end look at some
of the people and
places we lost, or
gained, this year.

THURSDAY: Finally,
a look ahead at
what the new year
will bring. See the
best bets for 2015,
plus a report card
of how we fared in
predicting 2014.

YEAR-END STORIES

JACK HANRAHAN/Erie Times-News

Cherie Kinem, the Erie Housing Authority’s Youth Worker of the Year, makes a Thanksgiving dinner for children at the
Horan Community Center.

ANDY COLWELL/Erie Times-News

Erie resident Bryan Ortiz Serrano, left, looks at a
Facebook account on his phone with Erie Police Chief
Randy Bowers after a meeting of the Mothers Against Teen
Violence L.E.A.D. Program at the Booker T. Washington
Center.

GREG WOHLFORD/Erie Times-News

Paul Nelson, owner of Waldameer Park & Water World,
started working at the park 70 years ago. The park
continues to make improvements each year, making it an
important part of the community’s recreational
opportunities.
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Elisa Guida is a two-time cancer survivor who put her
jewelry-making skills to good use by designing unique
pieces made from the strings of nationally known
musicians.

Jess
Lybrook

PEOPLE WHO MADE A

difference
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